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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Wilford Woodruff at 
the General Conference of the pare | in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 5, 1896 :— 

The highest calling the Lord ever called any human being to, in any 
age of the world, has been to receive the Holy Priesthood, with its keys 
and powers, 5 to be called to go forth to the inhabitants of the earth 
and teach them the principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to qualify 
and prepare them for a part in the first resurrection and to go back into 
the presence of God, their Creator, to dwell in glory worlds without end. 
The Lord bestowed that blessing, that Priesthood and that power in the 
degiuning of creation. Father Adam was called of God and ordained to 
the fullness of the Melchisedek Priesthood—ordained to the highest office 
and gift of God to man on the earth. Adam bestowed that blessing upon 
seven of his sons—Seth, Enos, Jared, Canaan, Mahalaleel, Enoch and 
Methuselah. They were all ordained High Priests by their father Adam, 
and possessed the privilege and the right to understand the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to give it to the human family, so that they might 
qualify and prepare themselves for eternal life. In tracing the history 
of the dealings of God with men from that day to this, we find the Lord 
has in various dispensations and times given unto the sons of men that 
blessing. Israel had it in the beginning, from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
down, and until Moses, who traveled with the children of Israel forty 
years in the wilderness. They had the gifts and graces of that Priesthood 
bestowed upon them, and they had the privilege of magnifying their 
callings and preparing themselves for eternal life. But Israel would not 
accept the Melchisedek Priesthood, and therefore it was taken from them, 
and the Lesser Priesthood was conferred. upon them while they traveled 
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in the wilderness. It is not necessary for me to spend time in tracing this 
Priesthood through the six thousand years that have past and gone; but 
it has been manifest in every age and dispensation when God has had 
prophets and apostles on the earth. Jesus Christ came into the world in 
the meridian of time. He was the Great High Priest to Israel. He was 
the Son of God, the Savior of the world. He chose His Apostles, He 
organized His Church. He bestowed upon these Apostles all the gifts and 
graces belonging to the apostleship. In that dispensation it seems that 
they were called to lay down their lives for the word of God and testimony | 
of Jesus Christ. The Savior himself was put to death. The Apostles 
were all, with one exception, put to death in their day and time, until 
finally the Priesthood was taken home to God, and remained there for a 
length of time. But my views are that whenever the inhabitants of the 
earth were prepared for the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the power of the 
Priesthood, it has been bestowed upon them. , 

In the days of the Savior and His Apostles, John the Revelator, while 
upon the Isle of Patmos, gave an outline of great events which were to 
transpire in the last dispensation of the fulness of times. Other prophets 
and apostles, who spoke as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost, 
left on the pages of history a record of what the Lord would do in the 
last dispensation. Among the great events that the Revelator saw was 
the one described in the 14th chapter of his Revelation, and which is often : 


quoted by our elders, because it is very applicable. 
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 1 the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that ave on the earth, and to every 


nation, and kindred, and 
Saying with a loud voice, give glory to him; for the hour 


of his judgment is come. 

If this revelation had not been fulfilled, neither you nor I would be here 
to-day, this Tabernacle would not be ted this city would be still part 
of the Great American Desert, as we found it; but in the fulfilment of 

the revelations of God, these things have been done and some of us have 
lived to see them. The angel of God did visit Joseph Smith, the Prophet 
of God, who was raised up by the power of God as a prophet, seer and 
revelator, and who organized the Church of Jesus Christ in the earth. 
From that day until this the work has progressed and the Gospel has 
been preached. The Holy Ghost has been with the people. The Lord 
Almighty has set His hand to carry out the great programme—to establish 
the Zion of God in the earth and to prepare the . for the coming of 
the Son of Man. 

These are my views with regard to the calling of men in this dispensa- 
tion. Gold and silver may pass away; houses and lands may perish; all 
temporal matters will pass away; but the Priesthood never, salvation 
never, the kingdom of God never, and prophecy will never fall unfulfilled. 
We have had Apostles now for upwards of sixty years. Many have died 
and gone to the other side of the veil; and those upon whom God bestowed 
the glory and power of the organization of the Church have sealed their 
testimony with their blood, as the ancient Apostles did. They have gone 
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home to receive their reward; but that organization has remained; the 
Holy Priesthood has been given to the sons of men and has remained 
upon their heads, and will remain upon the heads of this people until the 
coming of the Son of Man. Therefore, I say to the Latter-day Saints, we 
are in this organization to-day. Ido not pretend to say exactly the num- 
ber that we have in the Priesthood; but we have from fifteen to twenty 
thousand Elders in this Church; we have many various organizations of 
the Priesthood, and churches are organized throughout the world as far 
as we have had an opportunity. I have been called, these Apostles have, 
many of the Elders have, to go to the nations of the earth and the islands 
of the sea to preach the Gospel to our fellow-men. What greater calling 
can any man have on the face of the earth than to hold in his hands 
power and authority to go forth and administer in the ordinances of 
salvation? Do we prize these things in their fullness? I do not think 
wedo. Nevertheless, so far we have been enabled to maintain our posi- 
tion, and to go forth and fulfill our missions as far as we have had time 
and opportunity. Certainly there has been nothing in this work that I 
have had greater consolation in than in preaching the Gospel to my fellow- 
men and in administering unto them the ordinances of the house of God, 
both for the living and the dead. I may say the same with regard to my 
brethren who are called to perform those ordinances. 

There was something said yesterday by the brethren with regard to our 
sons and our missionaries abroad. I will say for myself—and when I say 
it for myself I think I speak for a great many others—there is no joy that 
I have ever had that has been greater than that which has come to me in 
having sons receive the Holy Priesthood and go forth and administer 
among the nations of the earth the ordinances of life and salvation. It 
is a glorious gift to the sons of men. It is what men have not enjoyed 
before us for the last eighteen hundred years almost. Then should we not 
prize these things? Yes, we should. The Lord, in the dispensation of His 
providences, has given to us an army of sons and daughters, and our sons 
are called to go to the nations of the earth. We want to instill into their 
minds the importance of these blessings to the inhabitants of the earth 
and the saving of souls from sin. You give unto any soul the principles 
of life and salvation and administer these ordinances to him, and you 
become an instrun, ent in the hands of God in the salvation of that soul. 
There is nothing given to the children of men that is equal to it. 

This is our position to-day in these mountains. We have been led here 
by the power of God—led by a prophet, seer and revelator, President 
Brigham Young, who was full of the Holy Ghost and full of revelation, 
appointed of the Lord, and who magnified his calling up to the hour of 
his death. We came here and found a barren desert. From that day till 
this it has been a continual growth and increase, until we have arrived at 
a point where we have a tabernacle as a shadow in the daytime from the 
heat * and for a covert from storm and from rain.“ These 
things have all been prophesied of thousands of years ago by the ancient 
prophets and patriarchs who foresaw the work of God in the last days. 

I want to say a few words to our young men who are rising up among 
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us. I want them to comprehend and understand the blessings that are 
within their reach. The Lord has given us a large number of sons and 
daughters. They have got to take the places of their fathers, the same as 
the sons of Adam had in his day and generation. A great responsibility 
rests upon them. The Lord requires at the hands of our sons that they 
shall bear off this kingdom of our God while they dwell in the flesh, that 
they may be justified. The Lord told Oliver Cowdery, “And if it so be 
that you should labor all your days in crying repentance unto this 
people, and bring save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your 
joy with him in the kingdom of my Father.” It requires light, knowledge, 
and understanding; it requires the spirit and power of God for us to 
comprehend our position, our blessings, and our gifts that God has placed 
upon us. I feel to rejoice and thank God myself that I have lived to see 
what I do in these valleys of the mountains; that I have lived to see 
these multitudes that fill these tabernacles and temples and labor here 
in the building up of the kingdom of God. The Lord has been very mer- 
ciful to me, and my life has been preserved to pass through these things, 
and I still remain in the midst of this people. I have to acknowledge the 
hand of God in the whole of it. I suppose you have to do so with regard 
to your lives. The fact is, there is not a blessing that God has bestowed 
upon us from the beginning but has been the gift of God. We should 
understand this. We have preached the Gospel to every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue, and people, as far as the Lord has opened doors for us 
and we have had the privilege of going. Still the world to-day is full of 
people who have not heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and while the 
Priesthood rests upon our shoulders we are still under obligation and are 
still held responsible for the salvation of the children of men, as far as we 
have the privilege of bestowing these gifts upon the sons and daughters of 
Adam. Only think that by embracing the Gospel of Christ we can become 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, that we can have part in 
the first resurrection, and come forth out of our graves and be clothed with 
glory, immortality, and eterna] lives, and pass into the presence of God 
and the Lamb and dwell with them eternally in the heavens! Who com- 
prehends this? Do the inhabitants of the earth? They 2 not. Satan 
has warred against us from the organization of this Church, to try and 
destroy this people; but so far we have been preserved. We should be 
thankful for these blessings. I realize myself that we are dependent upon 
the Lord in all things. The Lord is our preserver. He is the author of 
our salvation. Jesus Christ has laid down His life to redeem us by His 
blood, and through that we have these blessings bestowed upon us. 
Among other things, we live in a generation in which the Lord has 
enabled us to rear several temples—some in these mountains and some 
before we came here; and hundreds and thousands of people go into these 
temples to redeem their dead. This is a blessing the Latter-day Saints 
should prize. It is a duty that is required at our hands to do what we can in 
this direction. It is a blessing that the inhabitants of the earth have not 
had for centuries until this dispensation. I hope that no man who has got 
a record of his father's house will go down to his grave without having 
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attended to this work. How would I feel, after living as long as I have, 
with the privileges I have had of going into these temples, to go into the 
spirit world without having done this work? I meet my father’s house, I 
meet my mother’s house, I meet my progenitors, and they are shut up in 
prison; I held the keys of their salvation, and yet did nothing for them; 
what would be my feelings, or what would be their feelings toward me? 
They would not like it. I feel that while the Lord has given us this bless- 
ing, every man and woman in this Church that has any faith at all in God 
and in the Gospel should attend to this duty. Jesus Christ, while His 
body lay in the tomb, went and preached to the spirits in prison, that were 
drowned in the days of Noah by the flood, because of their wickedness and 
abominations. They had been in prison for a long time, and He went and 
preached to them, “that they might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in thespirit.” Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
David Patten, and the Apostles and Elders who have been true and faith- 
ful unto death have also gone to the spirits in prison in their day and time 
and preached the Gospel of Christ to their fathers’ houses and to those 
who are shut up in prison, and they are laboring there for the salvation of 
the children of men. These are glorious principles—principles which the 
Latter-day Saints should not neglect while they have the privilege and 
power. As I said in the beginning, there is no calling a man can be called 
to any greater than to have this right and privilege to go forth and save 
the souls of men—save them by preaching the Gospel to them, by adminis- 
tering the ordinances of the house of God to them, that they may be pre- 
pared themselves to go into the kingdom of heaven and into a celestial 
glory. There are three glories. Paul in speaking upon that subject said, 
“There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. So 
also is the resurrection of the dead.” These glories over-shadow the whole 
human family. Now, how much better ic is for a man to receive these 
ordinances, that he may go where God and Christ dwell, which is the 
highest glory! But Jesus said in His day, “Strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which Jeadeth unto life, and few there be that find it;” 
while “broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat.” I think many times that we ourselves do not prize 
the blessings that we enjoy and that are within our reach. Our hearts 
should be set upon the building up of the kingdom of God, the Zion of 
God, and the work of God, while we are here and have power to perform 
these things. It is our duty as the Presidency and as Apostles, not only 
to labor ourselves, but to send forth the Elders of Israel to the nations of 
the earth to proclaim the Gospel. Doors are open to-day among many of 
the nations for the spread of the Gospel of Christ, and to bring the people 
unto Christ, that they may receive these blessings. 

Brethren and sisters, this is the way I feel this morning. Of all people 
under heavens we should be the best, the most righteous, and the most true 
and faithful to God and to our fellow-men. We should be true and faith- 
ful to the Holy Priesthood while we have it resting upon us, and true to 
our labors. I rejoice at our condition to-day. I rejoice at the peace that 
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has come unto us by the power and blessing of God. I rejoice at the 
change that is taking placein the world. We are visited now by hundreds 
of people from the nations of the earth. They are coming to behold the 
glory of Zion. They come to enquire at our hands concerning various 
matters, ard there is a very different feeling to what there was in former 
days toward us. Brother John W. Taylor referred to our going to St. 
Louis and to Chicago. Yes, I recollect very well when we went into Jackson 
County, Missouri. My labors there have been alluded to. When I wenton 
my first mission in 1834, I had togo through Jackson County on my way to 
Arkansas. It was just after our brethren had been driven out. I had to 
go and hide in the cornfields and in the brush during the day, and walk 
along in the night, till I got through that county, for the lives of myself 
and companion were in danger there. The last time I went there, the 
Mayor of Independence came out to meet us with a fine carriage. He had 
but one arm, having lost the other in the army, but he gave us that arm and 
made us welcome. I could not help but feel the difference between then and 
when I went through there as a missionary. There is a change taking place. 
Zion is going to rise and shine, and the glory of God will rest upon her. 
This people, if they do their duty, will fulfill and carry out these great 
principles, and the eyes of the world will be turned toward Zion, and men 
will come to enquire concerning the things of the kingdom of God. Weare 
in a good condition. We are blessed of the Lord. The Latter-day Saints 
have never been so well off temporally. Go into the houses of the Latter- 
day Saints, and you will find them in a better position than they have ever 
been before. These are the blessings of God, and we should prize these 
things and give God the glory for them, while we try to do our duty and 
magnify our calling. I want to say that I am in for salvation and for 
eternal life. I have labored for that since I wasa boy. I have desired the 
gifts, and graces, and blessings manifest in the days of Jesus and His 
Apostles. In my childhood I prayed God that I might live to see a prophet 
or somebody who could teach me the principles I read in the New Testa- 
ment. Theclergy of the day did notdo it. Nobody around there appeared 
to believein such things. Well, I have lived to see prophets and apostles; 
I have lived to travel with them and to unite with them in the kingdom 
of God. I have been in the apostleship fifty-eight years; I have been in 
the Church sixty-three years. My whole life almost has been spent in this 
Church; and from the time I came into the Church I went on missions 
and have never ceased altogether from that day to this. I have always 
rejoiced in this, and do to-day. When I die and lay down my body, I 
do not want anybody to rise up and say that I have neglected my duty 
in trying to give him salvation as far as I could. I have always rejoiced 
in preaching the Gospel; I have rejoiced in administering the ordi- 
nances of life and salvation at home and abroad, because I have n that 
this was the work of God, and I know it is to-day. 

I want to say now to the rising generation, gird up the 10435 of your 
minds, prepare yourselves, and realize you have a mission before you. 
Who are going to bear this kingdom off when we go to the grave? To 
whom does the God of Israel look to do this? He looks to our sons and 
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daughters that are rising up here. This responsibility rests upon them, 
and I hope they will fulfill and magnify their calling. There is nothing 
like it on earth. You may get the riches of the world; they pass away; 
but eternal life, celestial glory, a place with the righteous after resurrec- 
tion, with immortal bodies, are worth more than all this world can give. 
I have confidence to believe that the Latter-day Saints will carry out these 
principles and magnify their calling before the Lord. I have hopes that 
our sons and daughtes will do the same. ; 

Brethren and sisters, I say, God bless you. I am glad to meet with you. 
I rejoice in the Gospel, in the kingdom of God, and in the Holy Priesthood. 
I pray God to bless you, to open your eyes to see, and ears to hear, and 
your hearts to understand. I pray God to open your understanding, that 
you may comprehend the value and blessing of the Gospel that you have 
received and of the blessings of these temples and tabernacles in the 
midst of which you have the privilege of dwelling and receiving the 
ordinances of God. I pray that we may pursue that course that when 
we get on the other side of the veil we shall be satisfied with our 
record. We will find our history and our record there in the great library 
of the celestial kingdom of our God, and we will know what we have been 
doing in this life. If we do anything that is wrong we will be sorry for 
it. We should repent of wrong and try to do better. I pray that the 
Spirit of God may be with us to guide and direct us in our labors until we 
get through here, then when we pass away we may be received in the 
kingdom of God. We shall rejoice if we do right; for our eyes have not 
seen, our ears have not heard, and it has never entered into the hearts of 
the children of men the glory that lies before the sons and daughters of 
Adam. It is hidden from our eyes to-day, and will never be open to us 
until we enter into the presence of God and the Lamb. Amen. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


In the course of the excavations that are being carried on by the French at Delphi, a 
bronze statue has been found which is of great artistic interest. It is the statue of a man 
of full natural height, with a beard. The work, which is the biggest of the kind yet 
discovered, dates from the fifth century B. o. 

protected from the action of the water by a heavy coating of gutta-percha, and the 
latter is itself wrapped with heavy steel wires to shield it from injury by friction against 
the rocks or by an anchor catching the cable. Its own weight keeps the cable in place in 
the bottom of the ocean. — 

Typhoid is a disease of bacilli, typhoid bacilli; and. the e 
ment, and in driaking water fouled by such excrement. It is probable that no man nor 
woman-ever takes typhoid except by swallowing some typhoid bacilli. They may be 
swallowed, as we have said, in drinking water, or they may be flying about in the air in 
the neighborhood of typhoid excrement, and may be swallowed with mouthfuls of air. 
What then is the first and last commandment of typhoid prevention? ‘Cleanliness; 
personal and public cleanliness.” It is all there. If we keep ourselves clean; if we keep 
our drinking water clean ; if we keep our closets, and our drains, our kitchens, sculleries, 
gardens, streets, and towns entirely clean, typhoid will be practically as great a stranger 
to most of us as is the ghost of King Solemn of the chads of the extinct Deinotherium. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, MAY 14, 1896. 


CONDITIONS OF THE ATONEMENT. 


Nor long since, one of our Elders was proclaiming the principles of the 
Gospel in an open-air meeting, when a man who claimed to be well posted 
on the Bible, taking exception to what he said, declared that baptism was 
not for the remission of sins, and that it was not necessary. To support 
his assertion he referred to the case of the thief on the cross, who, he 
claimed was saved without baptism—by merely confessing belief in Christ, 
and he misapplied the remark of Paul, “I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gaius.” There is nothing new in such assertions. 
They have been repeated many times, and are being ,brought up continu- 
ally to refute the arguments made by the Elders in defense of the doctrines 
taught by our Savior. 

Our missionaries often find it very difficult to convince people that the 
Gospel ordinances are essential. Many will admit that faith and repentance 
are necessary, but they cannot understand the need of baptism by immer- 
sion for the remission of sins and the laying on of hands for the reception 
of the Holy Ghost, or of any other Gospel ordinances. We can account 
for this lack of understanding when we find that they have been taught 
erroneous ideas concerning the nature of the atonement made by our 
Redeemer. As long as mankind entertain this wrong conception of the 
atonement it is impossible to convince them by all the scriptural argu- 
ments that may be produced that baptism is essential to salvation. The 
claim that many Christian sects make is that Christ in the atonement 
did all that was necessary so far as ordinances or works are concerned. 
To sustain their position they quote such passages as these: “But we 
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved,” 
„Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;” “By grace ye are saved; “Being justified by his grace 
we shall be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life,” etc. 

Now the Latter-day Saints agree with the Christian world that it is 
through the grace of God mankind are saved. Man cannot purchase or 
merit salvation by performing good works to an amount equal in value to 
the prize he receives. Hence it is through the goodness or grace of God 
that salvation is offered to man. But here is the principle we must under- 
stand: the atonement wrought by our Savior only places salvation within 
our reach, and saves us from the effects of our own sins on condition of 

obedience to the laws of the Gospel. It is not forced upon us. We still 
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have our free agency to accept or reject it as we chooee. Merely believing 
that it can be obtained is not ace pting it. 
The character of the atonement may be a comparison. A 
man who has the means and disposition might establish a college and 
endow it for the benefit of all those who desire to get an education. He 
might employ competent teachers to instruct those who attend. Then he 
might send men ovt to announce to everybody i in the place where the 
school is situated that the opportunity is at hand to get an education free 
of charge. Through his love for humanity this kindly-disposed man may 
offer this as a gift, yet if. the people do not take the necessary steps to 
avail themselves of this opportunity it will not benefit them. The man 
cannot force them to attend the college; and if he could compel their 
attendance he could not force them to study. There is no other way for 
them to receive the benefits except by obeying the requirements; faith in 
the existence of the institution wil] do them no good, they must obey the 
hings given to receive the education they are seeking. 

No the atonement is presented to us in just such a way. Through the 
a8 love of God for His children salvation has been placed within our 
reach. But we must put forth our hand to receive of its benefits. We 
must not only believe that salvation can be had, but must do the works 
necessary to gain it. If there was nothing required of the individual who 
received of this gift than to believe, the devils would receive it, for the 
Scriptures tell us that they believe and tremble. Man would not be 
rewarded according to his works, nor could he work out his own salvation. 

While we maintain that man must do the works of Christ to inherit the 
blessings of His atonement, we still contend that salvation is a gift freely 
bestowed upon him, just as much as the education offered by the founder 
of the college would be to those who accepted of it. In taking this view 
of the atonement we recognise the justice of God as well as His unbounded 
love for His children. We recognise that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him, and that He allows all men to exercise their own 

agency. 

There is abundant proof in the New Testament that the Savior and 
His Apostles taught that works are as necessary as is faith, and that man- 
kind receive the benefits of Christ’s atonement only through obedience. 
When the rich young man asked the Savior what good thing he should do 
to inherit eternal life, he was told to keep the commandments. He assured 
the Savior that he had done this all his life; then he was told to sell all 
he had and give to the poor, and follow Christ. This was too much for 
him, and he rejected the only means of salvation offered him by the Savior 
Himself, and yet he had faith! If faith would save a man why was he 
not saved? “If ye love me keep my commandments,” are the words of 
the Savior. He further says: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also.” Can we doubt these 
words declared by the Savior? 

There are some who believe that good works are necessary, but who do 
not consider that the ordinances of the Gospel are needed. Yet the 
Savior's Apostles invariably required those who had faith and repented of 
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their sins to be baptized and have hands laid upon them for the reception 
of the Holy Ghost. These were the very first works required of believers, 
and they were told positively that unless they attended to these ordinances 
they could not enter into the kingdom of God. Yet Be Be: 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—The following named Elders have been 
honorably released to return home, May 21, 1896: 

Stewart Eccles, President of the Scottish ‘Coafetence : 

Joseph Barker, President of the Cheltenham Conference ; 

S. W. Ross, President of the Irish Conference; 
H. Bullen, Jr., President of the Sheffield Conference; 

William John Lee, Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference; and 

Edward Southwick, Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder Milford Williams has been released from laboring in the Liverpool 
Conference, and appointed to preside over the Scottish Conference. 

Elder W. C. Burgon has been released from laboring in the Birmingham 
Conference and appointed to preside over the Cheltenham Conference. 

Elder Charles Petersen has been appointed to N over the Irish 
Conference. 

Elder A. B. Call has been released from laboring in the Norwich Con- 
ference and appointed to preside over the Sheffield Conference. 


CHANGE or AppREss.—The office address of the Manchester Conference 
is changed from No. 7 Kay Street, Ardwick, Manchester, to No. 35 Union 
Street, Ardwick Green, Manchester. | 


THE SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


THE semi-annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints of the Sheffield 
Conference, was held at the Dolphin Chambers Assembly Rooms, Doncas- 
ter, Sunday, May 3, 1896. Three meetings were held during the day, with 
the largest attendance that has been known here for years. | 

Besides the Elders laboring here there were in attendance President A. 
H. Lund, Elders A. L. Booth, and E. F. Parry of the Liverpool office, Presi- 
dent E. J. Winder of Leeds, and Elder Edward Southwick of Birmingham 
Conferences. 

President Bullen, and Elders C. H. Skidmore, W. L. Webb, J. W. Craw- 
ford, and Alex. Street, were the speakers at the morning service. 

In the afternoon the following report was read: Seventies 10; Elders 
13; Priests 9; Deacons 9; members 164; officers and members 205; bap- 
tized and 24; received 1; visited 2,631; tracts distzibe- 
ted 14,665. Gospel conversations 555; general meetings 152; open-air 
meetings 9; Sunday School sessions 30; M.I. Association meetings 40; 
books sold 28; books given away 24; books loaned 100. 

The . and local officers of the Church were unanimously eee 
by the Conference; the Elders being sustained as follows: H. Bullen, Jr., 
as President of the Sheffield Conference; Alex. Street, and C. H. Skidmore, 
as Traveling Elders in the Sheffield District; John W. Crawford, and 
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Christopher Wilcock, as Traveling Elders in the Barnsley District; W. E. 
Maddison, and Abel M. Roper, as Traveling Elders in the Gainsboro Dis- 
trict; Walter L. Webb, Simeon Walker, and H. C. Jacobs, Jr., as Traveling 
Elders in the Doncaster District. The remainder of the time was taken 
up by Elder E. F. Parry, President E. J. Winder, and Elder Edward South- 
wick. The evening session was addressed by President A. H. Lund, Elder 
A. L. Booth, and President H. Bullen, Jr. 

On Monday a council meeting was held at which some valuable instruc- 
tions regarding future work were given. The Elders departed for their 


various districts feeling much encouraged in their labors. 
Water L. Clerk of Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper Freprrick ScholLxs, writing from Bradford on May 6, 1896, has 
this to say of the work being done there: 

In accordance with the council received from President Lund at our last 
Conference, we have commenced holding a series of open-air meetings and 
feel very much encouraged thus far as we believe that they result in good, 
notwithstanding the attempts of the adversary working to the contrary. 

Tuesday evening the 5th inst., we had a very interesting time. Presi- 
dent E. J. Winder and four more of us took up our position at a popular 
lecture stand in a populous district of the town. During the usual open- 
ing exercises a number of people collected to learn who and what we were; 
and for over an hour we had asplendid opportunity of telling those assem- 
bled before us of the “Glad tidings of Great Joy.” Elder F. Scholes was 
first speaker, and spoke without interruption for some time, dwelling on 
the Gospel message and the necessity of obedience to the principles and 


- ordinances thereof in order to obtain salvation. Elder E. J. Winder, 


followed in the same strain. Immediately upon the conclusion of his 
remarks a gentleman stepped forward and persisted in being heard, not- 
withstanding the announcement that we would conclude our meeting by 
singing the “Doxology.” 

We deemed it wise to answer the questions brows forward by our 
opponent, also various other questions that were propounded by different 
ones. The answering of the, questions took up considerable time, but it 
gave Elders Winder, H. M. Smith, and myself opportunities of again bear- 
ing our testimonies to the truth-of the Gospel of Christ. We succeeded 
by the aid of the Lord in answering all the questions put to us, and in 


such a manner as to confound our chief opponent, and thus silence his 


aids. 

Among our listeners were many disturbing spirits who worked heal to 
break up our meeting but on this occasion they signally failed. 

They crowded upon us and endeavored to drive us away from the place 
before we were ready. Some would strike out with their hands, and others 
push against us, but we received no injuries, and although some in the 
throng were thrown down, nothing of a serious character resulted there- 
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from. We were enabled to conclude our ‘meeting both by singing and 
prayer. 

After meeting we adjourned to a more retired spot and were followed by 
several who appeared anxious to learn more of the truth, and with them 
we held a prolonged conversation expounding more clearly to their under- 
standing some of the tenets of our faith. So much did we enjoy these 
quiet talks that we felt well repaid for the little rough treatment we had 
received at the hands of the disturbers. We truly felt sorry for them, and 
pray that our Father in Heaven will forgive them, for they knew not 
what they were doing. A similar — was had by us last week only 
in another locality. 

Such treatment but tends to increase our testimony of the truth of the 
Gospel, as we realize that if we were of the world they would love us, but 
bing called out of the world they hate us. Persecution is the heritage of 
the Saints, and we feel encouraged to press on and do all in our power to 
assist in the dissemination of those glorious truths that are regenerating 
in their influence, and thus hasten that day when error ~~ cease and A 

reign of righteousness come in. ä 


TRADITION OF THE FIMAS, 


THE following tradition of the Pima Indians relative to ee 0 tain 
known as the Casa Grande (great house) in Maricopa County, a few miles 
from the railroad station of that name, was given to one of Arizona’s 
pioneers about thirty years ago by an aged Indian who was said to be 
over a hundred years old. He was the official keeper of Pima historical 
tradition, and when he rehearsed his story, he refreshed his memory by 
reference to a small bundle of sticks about a foot long, each covered with 
numerous notches, laying away one stick after another as he progressed 
in his story, which lasted two days. To give all his details would be too 
long for a newspaper article, so I here give but a summary or general out- 
line of his narrative, which began of a time long anterior to the conquest 
of Mexico by the Spaniards i in 1521. I will only say that up to that date 
the Pimas had lived in peace and comfort, raising cattle and goats, and 
from their farms receiving abundant harvests. 

But one day a party of strange Indians appeared. They had n 
forty days from the south and were much travel- worn. Being brought 
before the chief of the Pimas, they prostrated themselves, and then with 
sighs and lamentations told their story. They said a race of strange men 
had invaded their country, who were white who had long knives (swords) 
and who made thunder and lightning in battle which killed men a long 
way off. (alluding to guns). They also wore shining armor over their 
bodies, which turned away arrows and spears. Their people were unable 
to cope with them, and had been slain by thousands, and unless they could 
have help, must be utterly destroyed. They prayed the Pimas to go to 
their aid, to help drive out the cruel enemy, and help them regain their 
homes. 

The Pima chief sent messengers in every direction and called a grand 
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council. After some days’ deliberation it was decided to send help to the 
people in the south (Mexico), and soon a large force volunteered for the 
expedition. While the strangers rested and refreshed themselves the 
whole nation was busily engaged in gathering food for the army, also a 
great store of spears, bows and arrows, battle axes and war clubs. 

The expedition at Jength set forth, leaving behind, besides the old men, 
women and children, only a few men as a guard against any unforeseen 
danger. Those who remained at home gathered upon a high hill, from 
which they watched their departing kindred until lost in the distance. | 

After some weeks’ travel the army came in sight of a body of men drawn 
up as if to dispute their further passage; but the strangers with the army 
recognized them as countrymen and went forward to meet them. They 
were told it was useless to proceed any farther; the white men had slain 
or subdued all the people, being aided by strange and powerful gods, and 
no one could contend against them, and they themselves were endeavoring 
to escape to some distant region where they might live in peace. 

After some days rest the army started homeward with heavy hearts, 
sorrowing for their countrymen in the south, and being short of provisions, 
they had frequently to stop awhile to hunt and get supplies of roots and 
herbs: After an absence from home of three moons they arrived near 
their home on the Gila, but were much surprised that no one came to meet 
them. At night they made fires on the hill tops, but no answering signals 
greeted their eyes. Much alarmed, they redoubled their haste and reached 
their homes to find nothing but death and ruin. The bodies of their kin- 
dred—men, women, and children—covered the ground, and every house 
save one, was destroyed by fire. At length a few miserable souls came out 
of places where they had concealed themselves, and with many lamenta- 
tions told their story. 

They said that not long after the army had gone some strange Indians 
came from the north, ostensibly to buy beans, but in reality as spies. 
Seeing the defenceless condition of the Pimas, they left and speedily 
returned with a great force, killed all the men except a few who were 
absent, and many of the women, plundered and burned the houses, and 
then returned northward, taking with them many women as captives. — 

The enemy had left one building undisturbed—the ruins of which now 
remain, known as the Casa Grande—because it was stored full of corn and 
beans, which they intended to take away at a future time. These strange 
Indians were those now called Apaches, the aged narrator explained, and 
all this evil had occurred a long time ago. : 

Grief was followed by desire for desperate revenge, and, having buried 
the remains of their loved ones, the whole army followed the trail of the 
enemy, and found them halted in what are now called the Superstition 
Mountains, which are about thirty miles north-east of Mesa City. A 
dreadful battle ensued, in which the Pimas, fighting with desperation for 
revenge and to recover their women from the enemy, utterly routed them, 
killing most of them, and rescuing such of the women as remained alive. 
For when the women saw their friends they seized such weapons as they 
could, and fought the Apaches with the courage of despair, and many were 
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slain while thus aiding their friends. The Pimas burned alive every 
prisoner, though before this time they had never been cruel to their 
enemies. 

The old Indian said this is the reason why the Pimas and Apaches have 
always been such deadly enemies; and his story explains why these moun- 
tains are called Superstition Mountains; and why the Indians to this day 
do not like to hunt or travel among them. They say that at night the 
spirits of the dead moan and lament, though slain so long ago, and that 
the place is “malo”—bad. 

From this time there was constant war with the Apaches, and the Pinas 
never again rebuilt their houses of cement as in former times, but built 
small huts of brush and long grass, plastered sometimes with mud. The 
old ruin of Casa Grande still stands like a lonely sentinel guarding the 
hundreds of mounds and hillrocks surrounding it—each the remains. o of a. 
former building, public or private. 

A few years ago a Mr. Cushing spent two years in making excavations 
into scores of mounds scattered in the great plains of the Gila and Salt 
Rivers, in the interest of some eastern scientific association—I think the 
Smithsonian Institution—and sent back several carloads of curiosities he 
thus discovered. He declared that every house had been burned; that 
often he found skeletons lying at the door-ways as if men had died fight- 
ing there for their homes, while often in the interiors were the bones of 
others—probably women and children who had vainly sought safety 
within; and that a nation had been destroyed— not by gradual decline, 
but suddenly—by fire and sword. The tradition of the Pimas, so carefully 
and sacredly preserved by them, proves the conclusions of Mr. Cushing to 
have been remarkably correct; and [ have thought it worth while to write 
the story—a sketch, at least—that the pathetic tale may not be lost when 
the few to whom it is known shall pass away.—James H. MARTINEAD, in 


the Deseret News. 


STORY ABOUT LIN COLN. 


THE following was told by General Sickles at the banquet of the Loyal 
Legion in Washington: 

It was on the 5th day of July, 1863, that I was brought to Washington 
on a stretcher from the field of Gettysburg. Hearing of my arrival, Presi- 
dent Lincoln came to my room and sat by my bedside. He asked about 
the great battle, and when I told him of the terrible slaughter the tears 
streamed from his eyes. I asked him if he had doubted the result. He 
said, ‘No.’ Then he continued: 

This may seem strange to you, but a few days ago, when the opposing 
armies were converging, I felt as never before my utter helplessness in the 
great crisis that was to come upon the country. I went into my own room 
and locked the door. Then I knelt down and prayed as I had never prayed 
before. I told God that He had called me to this position, that I had done 
all that [ could do and that the result now was in His hands; that I felt 
my own weakness and lack of power, and that I knew that if ‘the country 
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was to be saved it was because He so willed it. When I went down from 


my room I felt that there could be no doubt of the issue. The burden 
seemed to have rolled off my shoulders, my intense anxiety was relieved, 


and in its place came a great sense of trustfulness, and that was why I did 
not doubt the result at Gettysburg. And, what is more, Sickles,’ he con- 
tinued, ‘I believe that we may hear at any moment of a great success by 
Grant, who has been pegging away at Vicksburg for so many months. By 
to-morrow you will hear that he has won a victory as a to us in 
the West as Gettysburg is in the east.“ 

„Then turning to me, he said: ‘Sickles, I am in a 8 mood to-day 
and I know that you will get well.’ 

“The doctors do not give me that hope, Mr. President,’ I said; but he 
answered, cheerfully, 1 know that you will get well, Sickles.“ 


— 


THE NEW GIANT. 


Grant WEMs, who is now numbered among the many attractions at 
Olympia, is twenty-two years of age. He was born at St. Paul, Minnesota, 
U.S. A. He is 8 feet 2 inches in height, and weighs 386 lbs. He weighed 
103 lbs. at birth, and did not grow until the fourth year. In his eighteenth 
year he had grown pretty nearly to his present height. His parents were 
of normal height, as are his brothers and sister. His father is 5 feet 64 
inches; his mother 5 feet 71 inches. He wears a 24 shoe and a 14 glove. 
His ring on the third finger will encircle a penny. He takes a 9} hat and 


a 21-inch collar. According to German professors he is the only phys- 


ically perfect giant ever known, his only blemish being a slightly mis- 


shapen face, the result of an accident. Since his arrival in Europe he has 


visited Paris, Berlin, Nice, and Monte Carlo. At Vienne he was inter- 
viewed by the Emperor of Austria. He eats on an average about three 
times as much as an ordinary person. He is perfectly intelligent, and is 
a skilled and enthusiastic amateur photographer. 


„ 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from State papers. ) 

The General Conference of the Relief Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of. Latter- 
day Saints was held in the Salt Lake Assembly Hall, April 3, 1896. Three meetings were 
held: in the morning, afternoon, and evening. Very satisfactory reports were given of 
work done during the six months past. 

Brother Henson Walker and his wife, Elizabeth Foutz Walker, of Pleasant Grove, 
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding on April 10. Brother Walker is one 
of Utah’s pioneers, and has a posterity numbering one hundred and eleven. He is 
seventy-six and his wife sixty-nine years old. 

In Big Cottonwood Canyon, about fourteen miles from Salt Lake City, there has 
recently been constructed a huge reservoir for the purpose of storing the water of the 
creek that flows down the canyon. An electric plant has been established there, which 
will get its motive power from the stream. The intention is to supply Salt Lake City 
and the vicinity with electric lighting and power for running machinery. The vity has 
several large electrical power houses besides this one newly built. 
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